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Claims 



\ 
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■"ih 7^rTTietfaod--feF— printing_ojxe _or more documents , operativelv, 
coupled to a printing device, the method comprising: 

receiving an indication from a user to retrieve andprint the one or more 
documents without first displaying the one or mom-documents; 

issuing a request to retrieve the 9He or more documents from an 
associated one or more providers; 

receiving content of the one/6r more documents from the associated one 
or more providers into a printing module; and 

printing the retrieved^ne or more documents from the printing module, 
without invoking an application associated with the one or more documents, or 
otherwise displaying the one or more documents to the user. 



15 



20 



2. The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising: 

displaying a web page on a video display for the user, the web page 
including an /con, which when selected by the user, provides an indication to 
retrieve and print the one or more other documents without redirecting the 
browser oj otherwise displaying the one or more other docimients. 

The method of claim 2, wherein issuing the request ccJ^prises: 
ident ifying a -oame and location of the one or more docujnents from 
instfiictions associated with the diSnia^of the icon: 
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r sending a request to the one or more providers at the identrfied^loeafioiT 
to download of the one or more named documents. 



4. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the content of the one 
or more documents comprises: 



/ 
/ 

populating one or more meniory locations within printing module with 
document content. 

5. The method pi claim 1 , wherein printing the retrieved document 
10 comprises: 

reading document content from printing module memory; 
interpreting the document content; and 

sending print commands including the interpreted document content to a 
printed for rendering on one or more pages. 

15 

6. Th^ method of claim 1, wherein printing the retrieved document 
comprises: 

launchiclg an instance of an application associated with the document 
locally, withi^ the printing module, without displaying the application or the 
20 retrieved d^6ument(s) to the user; 

^^^^jp^dmg^'document content ^ofli^^pr™^ module mem(^ into the 
application associated with the document; and 
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-seftdiTTg^'a^print command(s) from the launched— ^applicatiQn 




communicatively coupled printing device to render the document content from 
the application. 



7. The method of claim 1, fiirth^ comprising the step of: 
storing a user profile; 



8. The method of claim 7, fiirther comprising the step of: 
updating the user profile with information regarding recently printed 



10 documents. 
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9. The method of claim 8, fiirther comprising: 

subsidizing the printing step of a user based, at least in part, on some 
measured attribute /calculated from the user profile. 

10. Thfe method of claim 9, wherein the measured attribute includes 
one or more of /a number of pages printed, a number of documents printed, a 
number of feafured documents printed, a number of advertisements printed, 
etc. 

11. / The method of claim 1, fiirther comprising 

identifying one or more advertisements for presentation to the user; and 
one or more advertisenients with the one or more retrieved 
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more 



12. The method of claim 11, wherein identifying or 
advertisements comprises: 

selecting a subset of advertisements from^a^lurality of advertisements 
based, at least in part, on a genre of the requested document(s). 
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13, The method ofy claim 11, wherein identifying one or more 
advertisements comprises: 

selecting a subset of advertisements from a plurality of advertisements 
based, at least in part, on a user profile of requested documents. 



14. ^The method of claim 1, wherein issuing a request to retrieve the 
one or more documents comprises: 

determining whether the printing device is communicatively coupled to 
1 5 the proy der(s) of the requested document(s); 

^establishing a communication link between the printing device and the 
providers if the printing device is not communicatively coupled to the 
providers. 



20 15. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

prompting the user as to whether they wish to add the requested 
documents to an automated periodic printing schedule; 

periodically printing requested documents identified in the periodic 
prirMng schedute^ 
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16. A sitorage medium comprising — a — plurality — of cxcciitatok?= 

instructions which, when executed by a host processor, im^^rtients a method 
according to claim 1 . 
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17. A computer system comprising 

a memory subsystem havijig stored thereon a plurality of executable 
instmctions; and 

a processor, coupled to the memory subsystem, to execute at least a 
subset of instructions to implement the method of claim 1 . 



18. An/apparatus comprising: 
an automated print function, to generate and issue a request to an 
operatively coupled provider to download one or more requested documents to 
1 5 local memory, to interpret documents stored within local memory, and to print 
the documents on a coupled printing device from local memory; and 

a /ontroUer, coupled to the automated print function and responsive to a 

/ \ 
user indication received from a user interface, to selectively invoke an instance 

of the automated print function and prijnt a requested document, without 

20 requiring any additional input from the liser and without first displaying the 




it to the user. 
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"-19; An ^ \ pp^^r^ ^ U^ f i -suu uird\np r.lnim 18, wherein the a p paratus 

resides within a user's computer system and the usepintgrFace is a web page 
provided by a provider, the web page inclu^i^i^n iconic selector which, when 
selected by a user, provides the corjh^ller with the user indication to invoke the 
automated print function. 



20. Ajr apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the indication 
provided the user interface includes name/identifier and location 
information for one or more identified documents associated with the iconic 
selector. 



21. An\ apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the controller 
Provides the automated print function with the name/identifier and location 
information to generate and issue a request to download the identified 



^u4> (>^^^ 2^. An apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the automated print 
function fbrmats the download request based, at least in part, on the identified 
location of the request documents. 



20 



An apparatus according to claim 18, wherein the local memory further 
comprises a user profile, wherein the controller updates the user profile with at 
least information regarding document requests. 
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An apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the requested 



documents^^e downloaded into the local memory. 



^..^-24z ^'Vii appaiaLus ciucotdit 




5 requests one or more advertisements from one or more providgx^-Sssociated 
with the requested documents to be printed with the reque^d documents. 

25. An apparatus according tp^laim 25, wherein the controller 
requests the advertisements based, ^^least in part, on information contained 
1 0 within the user profile. 



15 



26. An apparatus according to claim 25, wherein the controller 
requests the advertisements based, at least in part, on an identified genre of the 
requested documents. 



27. An apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the controller 
provides the requesting user with a product subsidy based, at least in part, on a 



measured attribute of the user profile. 



20 28./ An apparatus according to claim 28, wherein the measure 

attribute /include§.„-one— or— mor^.^ number of pages printed, number of^ 
documerits^printed, number of featured documents-print ed, and thej i 
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generates commands instructing the coupled printing devicej;er^rint a product 
coupon. 




==== 
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30, An apparatus according to pfaim 28, wherein the controller 
issues a request to a product warehouse^c^ausing a product subsidy to be sent to 
the user. 

31. An apparatus atfcording to claim 18, wherein the automated print 
function prompts the user/with an offer to add the requested documents to an 
automated print deliven;^ schedule. 
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32, A sTorage medium comprising a plurality of executable 
instructions which, when executed, implement an automated print function, 
responsive to A user indication to print a document, automatically generates 
and issues a /request to a provider of the requested document to download the 
document, /whereupon the automated print function prints the downloaded 
document/ on an accessible printing device without first displayihs the 
documer^ to the user or requiring any further user interaction. 

^3. The storage medium of claim 32, wherein the automated pfint 
functiohv-^rmats the dowmo^d^^quest based, at least in part,^/on an 
name/identifier and location of the requestethdoQument. 
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34. The storage medium otclSitn-^lj^wherein the automated print 
function receives the name/identifier and location information frorn-arr iconic 
selector in a user interface. 




35. The storage medium of claim 33, wherein the automated print 
function includes an interpretation^-^'agent which reads and interprets the 
downloaded document without^h^ving to invoke an application associated with 
the downloaded document. 

10 

36. A graphical user interface (GUI), rendered on a display device 
operatively couple^to a printing device, the GUI comprising: 

textual content; and 

an iconic selector, associated with a document in an operating system of 
15 a host device, which when selected by a user provides a print function with a 
name/idencifier and location of the associated document causing the associated 
documeni to be printed without first displaying the document to the user. 



20 



M. A GUI according to claim 36, wherein the GUI is a web page. 



38. A GUI according to claim 36, wherein the iconic selector is an 



one-,dick printlt^eoic selector. 
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39. A OT TTaocnrHirig to rlpiim ^f^ fiirfher comp rising: 



tertiary iconic selectors, which when invokpd^^rect the GUI to display 
an associated document. 

40. A GUI according^ claim 36, fUrther comprising: 

tertiary iconic sej^tors, associated with a document, to add the 
document to an autom^ed printing delivery schedule. 

41. All iconic selector, associated with a document in an operating 
system of a/omputing platform, the iconic selector comprising: 

a ^aphical portion, displayed to a user via a display device; and 
21 control portion, including name/identifier and location information of 
the a/sociated document, wherein when selected by a user, the control portion 
issues a command with the name/identifier and location information invoking a 
remote^grint function to print the associatey document without displaying the 
ifesociated docuinealto the user. ^^.--^^ 



